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Strategies for Infants with Unilateral Hearing Loss

When you are holding or feeding your baby, try to make sure your
child’s normal hearing ear is facing you.

Always be aware of where your child’s better ear 1s facing. It should
always be facing you or those talking to your child. Think about this
when your child 1s at dinner, in the car or in their stroller, etc.

Try to avoid letting vour child’s normal hearing ear face a noise
source, such as a dishwasher.

Get your child’s attention before talking to them.

Talk about what you are doing within vour daily routine.

Start conversations and take turns talking.

Help vour child localize sound by using visual cues (After listening,
you can point to your ear).

Use repetition.

Look for cues that your child understands what vou are saying.
Expand your child’s vocabulary bu using other adjectives and
adverbs.

Play listening games (1 hear that”, auditory version of “T spy™)
Raise vour voice slightly and face them when vou are at a greater
distance (walking your baby in the stroller).

Adapted from article, “Management of Young Children with Unilateral
Hearing Loss™. Sarah Mc Kay, AuD. 2006
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Relationship Between Auditory-Verbal Therapy Techniques
and Communication Repair Strategies

Technique used by therapist/parentteacher Corresponding skill to develop with the
child

1. Change the rate of presentation -child requests, "Please speak slower,
-Lse of pausing louder... "

2. Move closer to the child -child places himAer self nearer to the speaker

3. Provide repetition -child says " Huh, what, pardon me, please
repeat”
-child asks for repetition
—MOM -5PECIFIC LEWEL OF REQUEST

Praowvide visual clues -child asks, " Please look at me; can you shiow
me", or moves to see speaker's face.

Rewording/rephirasing -child asks, " Please say thatin a different
Way".

Change the cormplexity -child asks, " What does (word) mean?”

Asking "What did wou hear?” -child says, "l didn't hear you, | heard...; Did
wou say..; You said.. "

Reduce background noise -child says, " That's too noisy, That noise
bothers me because...; Can we talk over there
where it is guiet?”

9. wWaiting -child says, "1'm thinking”.

10. Others -child makes a SPECIFIC LEWEL REQUEST
Label vy category -the request is for repetition of a specific item
Provide a definition -the request is for confirmation

Provide a rbwming word -tell the speaker HOWY 0 assist

Suggest an opposite

Repeat part of the message containing the

ANSWEr

-adapted from Communication Repair Strategies by Wendy Dedeu and Auditory-verbal
Technigues and Acoustic Highlighting, Warren Estabrooks in The Listener, Summer 2000.

Margaret Louwerse, April 2002, Communication Repair Strategies and Social Skills.



















